

Publication Date: Wednesday, July 29 2026
STATE OF MAINE
NOTICE OF STATE AGENCY RULEMAKING

PUBLIC INPUT FOR RULES A list of state agency rule proposals is published here each Wednesday. You can get a copy of a proposed rule by contacting the person listed in the notice. You can comment on a proposed rule by submitting a written comment to the agency or by attending the public hearing, if one is scheduled. If no hearing is scheduled, you can request one.  The agency must hold a hearing if it receives 5 or more requests.  If you have a disability and need assistance to participate in a hearing, you should tell the agency at least 7 days before the hearing. ONLINE INFORMATION Weekly notices, full text of adopted rules, and a list of agency rulemaking contacts are available at this website: 

https://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/rules/index.html
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[bookmark: _Hlk235093291][bookmark: _Hlk213059876]AGENCY: Department of Agriculture, Conservation & Forestry
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 01-001 C.M.R. Ch. 272, European Larch Canker Quarantine
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P175
[bookmark: _Hlk213059453]BRIEF SUMMARY: This proposal will repeal the European Larch Canker quarantine.
PUBLIC HEARING: August 18, 12:00 – 2:00 PM, Maine Potato Board Conference Room, 744 Main St #1, Presque Isle, ME 04769 and a simultaneous virtual option at  and August 18, 2026, 5:00 – 7:00 PM, Maine Forest Service, Central Region Headquarters, 87 Forestry Way, Old Town, ME 04468 with a simultaneous virtual option at  
COMMENT DEADLINE: August 28, 2026 at 5:00 PM
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Gary Fish
Maine Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry
28 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333-0028
Fax: 207-287-5576   
 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different): N/A
[bookmark: _Hlk213059925]FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): N/A
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 7 M.R.S.A., Chapter 409, § 2301-2303
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different): N/A
AGENCY WEBSITE: https://www.maine.gov/hort
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON:  


AGENCY: Department of Agriculture, Conservation & Forestry
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 01-001 C.M.R. Ch. 275, Emerald Ash Borer Quarantine
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P176
BRIEF SUMMARY: This proposal will repeal the emerald ash borer quarantine.
PUBLIC HEARING: August 18, 12:00 – 2:00 PM, Maine Potato Board Conference Room, 744 Main St #1, Presque Isle, ME 04769 and a simultaneous virtual option at  and August 18, 2026, 5:00 – 7:00 PM, Maine Forest Service, Central Region Headquarters, 87 Forestry Way, Old Town, ME 04468 with a simultaneous virtual option at  
COMMENT DEADLINE: August 28, 2026 at 5:00 PM
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING:
Gary Fish
Maine Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry
28 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333-0028
Fax: 207-287-5576
 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different):
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): N/A
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 7 MRSA, Chapter 409, Section 2301
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different): N/A
AGENCY WEBSITE: https://www.maine.gov/hort
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON:  


AGENCY: ​Department of Agriculture, Conservation, and Forestry, Maine Land Use Planning Commission​ 
CHAPTER NUMBERS AND RULE TITLES: ​​

· 01-672 C.M.R. Ch. 2, Definitions
· 01-672 C.M.R. Ch. 10, Land Use Districts and Standards​​ 

TYPES OF RULES: ​Routine Technical​ 
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBERS: 2026-P177 (Ch. 2), 2026-P178 (Ch. 10)
BRIEF SUMMARY: ​The Maine Land Use Planning Commission is proposing miscellaneous revisions to Chapters 2 and 10. The proposed revisions would improve the rule's alignment with recent changes to related guidance from other agencies, clarify certain provisions for consistency, and correct several errors. All proposed revisions are routine in nature, and include: Updating variance criteria for functionally dependent uses to remain consistent with recent changes to municipal law; Clarifying which special exception criteria apply to certain uses in the General Development (D-GN) subdistrict; Allowing a “qualified professional” to certify wharf, pier, dock, and breakwater designs in flood prone areas to increase consistency with FEMA-approved changes to Maine’s model floodplain ordinance for municipalities; Adding an exception to the maximum structure height provisions for public safety facility structures less than 500 feet from lakes, ponds, rivers, and coastal wetlands to accommodate the additional height required for operational needs; and several additional corrections and clerical edits.​ 
PUBLIC HEARING: ​No hearing proposed.​ 
COMMENT DEADLINE: ​ 
Written comments must be submitted on or prior to Monday, September 14, 2026;  
Written rebuttal comments must be submitted on or prior to Monday, September 21, 2026.​ 
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING:  
​​​Stacy Benjamin​​ 
​​​106 Hogan Road, Suite 8, Bangor, ME 04401​​ 
​​​Telephone: (207) 441-3761​​ 
​​Fax: (207) 287-7439​ 
​​TTY: 711​ 
​​Stacy.Benjamin@maine.gov​ 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different): ​NA​ 
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): ​None identified​ 
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: ​12 M.R.S. §§ 685-A(3); 685-A(7-A); and 685-C(5)​ 
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different): ​Not applicable​ 
AGENCY WEBSITE: ​www.maine.gov/DACF/lupc/laws_rules/proposed_rules/rules.shtml​  
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON: ​Timothy.Beaucage@maine.gov ​ 


AGENCY: Maine Commission on Public Defense Services
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE:  94-649 C.M.R. Ch. 9, Guidelines for Determination of Financial Eligibility at PDS Expense [APAO Note: Rule title change (currently titled, “Guidelines for Determination of Financial Eligibility for Assigned Counsel and Reimbursement for Assigned Counsel Costs”)]    
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P179
BRIEF SUMMARY: This Chapter establishes guidelines for determining a person’s financial eligibility for counsel at PDS expense. These guidelines govern the work of financial screeners employed by the Commission and are intended to provide guidance to courts in their determination of financial eligibility.
PUBLIC HEARING: Monday, August 24, 2026 at 3:00PM hybrid via Zoom and in-person at 77 Sewell Street, 3rd floor, Suite 300, Augusta.
COMMENT DEADLINE: Tuesday, September 8, 2026 at 5:00PM
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Darcy 	Fisher
154 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04330
207-287-3263
darcy.fisher@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different): NA
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): None. 
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 4 M.R.S. § 1804(2)(A).
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different): NA
AGENCY WEBSITE: https://www.maine.gov/pds/ 
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON: darcy.fisher@maine.gov 
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[bookmark: _Hlk213059067]AGENCY: Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Bureau of Insurance
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 02-031 C.M.R. Ch. 440, Maine Workers’ Compensation Residual Mechanism 
Type of Rule: Routine Technical
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-171

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The rule as amended will allow the termination of the workers’ compensation residual pool, which is no longer necessary.
  

EFFECTIVE DATE: Tuesday, July 28, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Stacy Bergendahl
 
Agency Name: Bureau of Insurance
Mailing Address: 34 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333-0034
 
Telephone Number: (207) 624-8537
 
Email Address: 


AGENCY: Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Board of Complementary Health Care Providers
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 02-502 C.M.R. Ch. 6, Standards Relating to Prescriptive Authorities and Collaborative Relationship for Naturopathic Doctors
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-174

CONCISE SUMMARY:

​The rulemaking implements PL 2025, c. 150, directing the formulary subcommittee of the Board of Complementary Health Care Providers to update the formulary for naturopathic doctors.  The Board voted to provisionally adopt the major substantive rule on February 25, 2026.  On April 13, 2026, Resolves 2025, ch. 158, Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of Chapter 6: Standards Relating to Prescriptive Authorities and Collaborative Relationship for Naturopathic Doctors, a Late-filed Major Substantive Rule of the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, went into effect as an emergency measure, directing the Board to finally adopt the rule without any changes from the provisionally adopted rule.  

EFFECTIVE DATE: Thursday, August 27, 2026 (Final Adoption of a Major Substantive Rule) 

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Penny Vaillancourt, Director, Office of Professional and Occupational Regulation 
Agency Name: Board of Complementary Health Care Providers
Mailing Address: 35 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333-0035
Telephone Number: 207-441-7153, TTY users call Maine Relay 711 
Email Address:  


AGENCY: Department of Agriculture, Conservation, and Forestry, Maine Milk Commission
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 01-015 C.M.R. Ch. 3, Schedule of Minimum Milk Prices [Order #08-26]
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-175 (Emergency Rule)

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The Minimum August 2026  Class I price is $23.86/cwt. plus $1.65/cwt. for Producer Margins, an over-order premium of $1.04/cwt as prevailing in Southern New England, and a $0.47/cwt. handling fee, for a total of $27.22/cwt., which includes a $0.20/cwt Federal promotion fee.   

EFFECTIVE DATE: Sunday, August 2, 2026

Agency Contact Person: Julie-Marie Bickford
Agency Name: Maine Milk Commission
Mailing Address: SHS 28, Augusta, ME 04333-0028
Telephone Number: (207)287-7521
Email Address:  


AGENCY: Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 09-137 C.M.R. Ch. 16, Hunting [16.07 – Deer Hunting (Expanded Archery Areas)]
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-176

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife has amended the areas open to hunting during the expanded archery season. The change adds land area and joins and consolidates several existing expanded archery deer hunting areas along the southern and central Maine coast and adds some coastal islands to expanded archery. This change provides additional deer harvest opportunities in areas where doe harvest tends to be below desired levels and where hunting as a management tool is limited by land access, challenging geography such as islands and peninsulas, and high levels of development. Please contact the agency contact person for a complete copy of the rule.       

EFFECTIVE DATE: Thursday, July 23, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Becky Orff	
Agency Name: Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
Mailing Address: 353 Water Street, 41 SHS
Telephone Number: 207-287-5202
Email Address:  


AGENCY: Maine Department of Labor, Bureau of Employment Services
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE CTITLE: 12-597 C.M.R. Ch. 2, Rule Governing the Competitive Skills Scholarship Program
 
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-177

CONCISE SUMMARY:

CSSP is intended to provide individuals with access to education, training and support leading to skilled, well-compensated jobs with anticipated high employment demand, to improve the economic well-being of the participants in the program and to provide employers with a skilled labor force. This Rule change is required by Maine PL 2025, Ch. 396 and provides for cohort-based education or training programs and eligibility for individuals participating in those programs. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Sunday, August 2, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Dillon Murray
Agency Name: Maine Department of Labor
Mailing Address: 45 Commerce Dr.
Telephone Number: 207-530-1885
Email Address: 
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